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Such were some of the inconveniences of our life in Florida, yet I experience much happiness in reflecting upon those days, since through my presence, my generous, hospitable husband was enabled to alleviate in many ways the sufferings of our poor men and officers, who were brought back from their hard, inglorious service in the Everglades wounded by Indian bullets or ill unto death with swamp fever. Our bright, cheery home became a rendezvous for officers, who gladly acknowledged it to be an oasis in that desolate spot, and who frequently said that without this trysting-place they would have been driven to extremities in their search for diversion. How many times since have I felt repaid for the deprivations endured there, by grateful assurances from some of the gentlemen, who have never forgotten what a comfort our home was to them.
When the troops were concentrating for service in the Everglades, they encamped about one mile from Fort Meyers, there not being sufficient quarters for either officers or men at the post. During the rainy season the storms were frequently so severe and so prolonged that no fires could be lighted or cooking be done in camp. This was especially the case during the cold " northers" peculiar to that time of the year. Pork for the men was cooked in the fort, while the officerse orally, as I am informed, in relation to the quarters I have occupied, as well as those occupied by my adjutant, that I have been mistaken.
